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➢ N3FJP offers a suite of over 120 logging programs

• One is a general purpose logger (Amateur Contact Log)

• Each of the others is for a different contest or event

• They all have the same look and feel

• They differ according to the rules for each contest/event

• This presentation will acquaint you with their ARRL Field 

Day logging program

• This presentation assumes that the program has alreadfy 

been installed and configured Rich Joerger

WB4EHG

https://www.n3fjp.com/
https://www.n3fjp.com/aclog.html


Here’s what we are going to talk about in the next pages:

Super Check Partial 

is enabled

Dup checking is 

enabled

These turn blue 

when worked

This turns red if you enter a dup

It shows partial call matches as you 

enter a call

You send this:

Read from the radio:

You fill this in from the 

other station



➢ When you first run the program you will see:

•The logger itself and the Setup window on top of it

•Verify the info is right and fill in your call sign

and initials

➢ If you take over the station from someone who was 

operating click on Settings in the tool bar and then 

click on Setup in the drop-down menu and verity the 

info is correct and enter your call sign as Operator 

and your initials. You can do this from the “Operator” 

menu as well
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This is the logger at the beginning of the contest/event --- the log is blank, there are no contacts yet



This is the logger during the contest/event --- the log has entries



➢ Verify the logger is showing the correct band and mode. The laptop should read these from the radio 

but make sure. If not, you can click on either of the boxes and select the correct band and mode



➢ This is your exchange: you send this to the other station

Phonetically:

North America Four Delta Charlie

Two Alpha

Sierra Foxtrot Lima



➢ Entering his info
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➢ Dups
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➢ Super Check Partial

• As you begin entering a call 

N3FJP will start searching a 

database of calls that have 

been used in other contests

• They are displayed in the 

window below the text box

• This gives you a hint of what 

the call could be

• It helps in crowded or noisy 

bands
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➢ List of ARRL sections, USA and Canadian stations
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➢ You can edit a contact to change information



➢ This are the statistics for your contacts so far
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➢ Spotting

• There is a network of computers which store and share information about 

contacts being made. (This is one of the earliest uses for home computers.)

• N3FJP can be set to upload your contacts to the spotting network in the 

background

• N3FJP can be set to display contacts from the network, filtered by many criteria

• Configuring this option can be very confusing and must be changed every 

time you change bands, otherwise you see spots for the wrong band

• DCARC does not normally enable spotting but we will if an operator requests

• An example of the spot display is below. You can change to the station’s 

frequency by clicking the call sign

The biggest danger is inadvertently clicking on a spot for a different band, the radio will change to that band 

without alerting the operator [Spotting can be configured to hide spots from different bands]

The problem is we use band filters which are for one band each. If the logger changes bands and the operator 

does not change the filter, you can damage the radio or the filter.

Worked 

status
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➢ The “View” menu has some interesting things 

(but you should be operating not looking here)

➢ A long text list of statistics:

(partial list shown)
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➢ A map with the sections worked colored in



➢ Networking 

• When used on several computers during an event, the N3FJP loggers can 

be networked: the contact information on one computer is shared with the 

logger running on the other computers.

• The advantage is that any one of our stations can be changed to a different 

band (remember: you must change the band filters!) and the logger will 

know about contacts made on that band-mode previously on another one of 

our stations. This allows us to avoid dups. (Some stations get very upset if 

you waste their time if you have already made a contact on that band and 

mode.

• Please let one of the control operators make changes to this page
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➢ Backing up the log file 

• It is always a good idea to save a copy of the log file once in awhile

• At home I do this every time I take a break

• Instead of saving the log in its database format (.mdb) I export the 

log as an ADIF file

• ADIF is a text file that every logger I have used (wb4ehg) supports.

• Clicking here opens the Windows file manager and let’s you save 

the file

• I name the file after the contest and use

the date and time in the filename. Example:

2023-06-11 ARRL FD 2302.adi (2023 is the time)

Note that after the contest, I append the .adif

file for the contest to the club’s master log

file. This file resides on the ftp folder of our web site



Everything you have seen here today is the 
same on every one of the N3FJP contest 
loggers.
Some of these things don’t make sense for a 
general logger (ACL) so they are not 
available in it.
You now know how to operate over 100 
contest loggers.
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