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 DCARC Winter Field Day  
                  2025 V1.1 

 
 

Winter Field Day is an annual event that is held at the end of January. Its 

goal is to show case amateur radio operations during the winter the way the 

ARRL Field Day does during the summer. The southern stations are 

comfortable (some years) while the northern stations are cold. 

For DCARC this is one of the three organized events we put on each year. 

Our event has operational, training and social aspects. This document 

summarizes the operating part of the 2025 event. 

We operated three stations on HF with one station providing VHF and UHF 

capabilities. The two stations in the club’s trailer were used for serious 

operating with the station in the building being used for demonstrations, 

training and working multipliers. 

The stations (radio and laptop) in the trailer were powered by batteries 

which are charged by solar panels on the trailer roof. The station in the 

building was powered by a gasoline powered inverter. 

WFD 2025 increased operating hours from 24 to 30, running continuously 

from 9AM ET Saturday morning to 5PM ET Sunday afternoon. We operated 

18 hours and 54 minutes when breaks greater than 60 minutes were 

removed. 

As the table below shows we made 44 CW contacts which count 2 points 

each, 617 phone contacts at 1 point each and 1 digital (RTTY) contact which 

counted 2 points. In total we scored 707 contact points. 

 

https://winterfieldday.org/sop.php
mailto:https://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://dcarc.club/Meeting_Summaries.html
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This year WFD changed to assigning multiplier counts for meeting certain 

requirements. This is different than most contests which assign band-mode 

multipliers. It was necessary to have the WFD web site calculate the number 

of multipliers rather than the logging program. 

We collected 20 multipliers: 

Description # Multipliers We Qualified? 

100% alternate power  1  Y 

Operate away from home 3 Y 

Deploy multiple antennas 1 Y 

Make an FM Satellite Contact 2 N 

Make a SSB/CW Satellite Contact 3 N 

Tx & Rx >= 1 Winlink email 1 Y 

Copy WFD bulletin 1 Y 

Operate >= 6 bands 6 Y 

Use multiple modes 2 Y 

Operate event QRP 4 N 

Operate >= 6 continuous hours 2 Y 

Total 20  

Our total score is :(45 X 21 + 617) X 20 = 14,140 

If we didn’t already have it, we would qualify for the ARRL Worked All States 

(WAS) award based on this contest weekend! (Thanks Fred for chasing down 

the Hawaiian station) .We worked all 50 states but not all ARRL sections but 

there is not an award for that. Note that for this contest, Hawaii is 

considered a country with the section PAC (for Pacific) and Alaska is 

 
1 CW and digital modes are worth 2 points each. 
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considered a country with the section AK. In the table below the worked 

sections are blue and the unworked are Red. This is excellent performance. 
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The total contacts listed by operator are: 

 

Our stations consisted of the following equipment: 

Station 1 (trailer left position) IC-7300 HF Transceiver + laptop 

Station 2 (trailer right position) IC-7300 HF Transceiver + laptop 

 

Station 3 (building) 

IC-7300 HF+6m Transceiver + laptop 

TH9000 222MHz FM 
TH-7800 VHF/UHV FM 

Each station has a Heil headset (headphones and mic) with a foot switch. 

Our antennas were: 

160m Vee 

80m Vee 

40m Vee 

20/15/10m Beam 

6m Beam 

VHF/UHF vertical gain 

222MHz ground plane 

 

This event did not treat band/mode multipliers as contests normally do 

(neither Field Day is considered a “contest” (if not then why do we submit 

scores?)) so we did not get a multiplier for each band-mode, we just got a 

multiplier for operating six or more bands and multiple modes. Thus, the 
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station in the building which we would use to get at least one contact on 

each band and in each mode did not provide that score boost. We could 

have used that station to run up our contact count. We needed more 

operators. 

Since I’m talking about the station in the building, when we ran the coax 

from the trailer to the building in the buried PVC (this coax lets 1 of the 

antennas terminated in the trailer to be routed to the building) we did not 

test the coax. On Saturday morning we found that the coax was open and 

thus useless. We ran a length of coax over the ground to the building. I hope 

that the fault lies with one of the PL259 connectors and that replacing it will 

make the coax useful. If not then it will be replaced. 

If the rules for multipliers next year are the same as this year, we should 

use the station in the building as a CW station and have someone working 

full time. Or change our category to 2 stations and use the station in the 

building for training. And I don’t think we had any training this year. 

Also note that we only operated ~19 of the 20 hours available. Without 

someone analyzing the logs, we don’t know if both trailer stations were 

being operated for all of those 19 hours. Having all 3 stations operating the 

full 30 hours would significantly improve the number of contacts we made. 

Unfortunately, we were missing two of our top CW operators. 

A lot of work and hours went into putting on the event. This is a partial list 

of what preparation is done for an operating event. If I left you out it was 

from ignorance, contact me (wb4ehg@rjoerger.com) and I will add you to 

the list. Out thanks to everyone who participated! 

Task Person(s) 

Rebuild Trailer: Repair rust, replace 

wheels, replace the inside ceiling, 

rebuild the wall over the operating 
positions, mount monitors on the 

wall, move to a new location with 
moisture barrier and pavers to keep 

the tires off of the ground. 

 

Rich (JKQ), Paul, Fred, Jeff and the 

military vehicle mechanical guys: 
Tony and Jason. 

 
I do not have a complete list of 

everyone who contributed. 

Our name on the side of the Trailer Tico 

Purchase equipment as needed Grumme 

Food & drinks, procure, cook Tony, Diane 

Make and install antennas Jeff, Neil, George, Tony 

Prepare laptops Rich (EHG) 

Configure and training for n1mm+ Jeff 

Photos & video Mike, Jay 

mailto:wb4ehg@rjoerger.com
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Capture WFD Bulletin John 

NA4DC Trustee Tom 

WFD planning, documentation, and 

presentation, results 
Rich (EHG) 

Process log after the event Rich (EHG) 

Submit event details to WFD Rich (EHG) 

PITA2 Rich (EHG) 
Don’t read any meaning into the order of names, they are entered as I thought of them. 

And before I forget, one of the 2K wide screen monitors mounted on the wall 

was damaged sometime before the trailer rework, Rich (JKQ) mentioned 

finding it on the floor with a hole in it’s display. We need to order a 

replacement. We substituted a smaller monitor for WFD. 

The following people took part in the event: 

Name Call Sign Name Call Sign 

Bryan Coates Waiting for call Omar Saavedra KQ4VZB 

Ed Ramos KO4UZI Randy Shirley N4AV 

Fred Perkins WB4BAG Rich Bardons KQ4JKQ 

George Seijo N8XH Charlie Bardons No Call 

Grumme W4GRU Reed Talbert KM4GCL 

Jan Fine KI4GQQ Rich Joerger WB4EHG 

Jeff Dale WB3ISP Ron Lowther KQ4DQL 

Marty Hommel KZ4EL Tico Daher N4MTS 

Mircea Nemes KK4FAA Tom Hayes N4MEO 

Mike New WW4NEW Tony Gawel W6TNY 

Neil Cinge WB2RUU   

 

Our next event is the Pete Rimmel Memorial picnic which coincides with the 

Florida QSL Party on April 26-27. This event will be 50% social and 50% 

operating. I expect that we will operate in the trailer only, keeping the 

building for social use. Please plan to attend both! 

We thank everyone who participated! 

73, Rich WB4EHG Secretary, Web Master and PITA 

 

 
 

 

 
2 PITA Pain In The A** The guy who bugs other people to do their tasks. 

mailto:https://floridaqsoparty.org/
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Our Station Configuration 

 


