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From our President WB4BAG: Winter Field Day 

In my opinion, it was the best we've had in a long time. 

 

We had a great turnout (29), an almost completely full schedule of operators for 

the entire 24 hour period, and even the weather cooperated. 

 

BeBe N4BJC and Rich WB4EHG successfully organized and ran the event, with only 

a few (recoverable) hiccups. 

Elsewhere, there's a comprehensive list of the tasks our members performed in 

assisting with setup, operating, and tear-down, but I 'd like to also summarize a 

few here: 

 
1. We had 13 operators. 

2. There were at least 11 members who helped with setup and tear-down. 

3. Diane KC4BAR brought food, along with Phil K4OMD and his XYL, Elza who  

4. prepared much of the food that Jeff WB3ISP cooked on the grill.  Ed KO4UZI 

and Cameron KO4VHB brought coffee and donuts in the morning. 

5. Edwin KN4GPE provided the (quiet!!) generator for our power source to run 

the third radio. 

6. George N8XH and Chris both provided ice. 

7. Phil K4OMD also built a 220 antenna specifically for this event. 

8. Rich WB4EHG supplied and configured operating accessories for the stations. 

9. Tom N4MEO as Trustee and Sergeant-At-Arms kept us all in line. 

Although many members performed multiple jobs, I listed the ones that I could 

recall for individual recognition.  I'm sure that I forgot a few -- there was a lot 

going on this past weekend!  Several members even stayed up all night, so we 

didn't have to shut down the stations in the wee hours. 

 

Thank you all for the hard work putting this together. 

Someone should post (here or on the website) pictures taken at the event. 

I'd also like to hear more comments from our participants. 

 

Let's do this again in June! 

73, Fred WB4BAG President, DCARC 
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Total contact points   = 913 = (2*(66+6) + 769) 

Total contacts         = 841 

Times 22 “multipliers” = 20,086 

During the contest we add the points for each contact 

(1 or 2 (CW/Dig)) to the total points then multiply by 

the multiplier (913). 

Each combination of band + mode is 1 multiplier. 

Apply that information to the chart below. Any place 

you see a 0 in a red box is a multiplier we missed. 

The 1’s in a yellow box are multipliers we got from one 

contact on that band-mode. That’s why we spent so much 

time on the VHF/UHF station. 
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Missing from that data is 80m contacts. We didn’t get 

the 80m antenna up until around midnight. That late and 

it being dark and all, the 80m wire got snagged on both 

sides and could not be loaded. 

So, we missed a total of 5 multipliers. Working 22 is 

really good! 

How good? 

The N3FJP logger has a web site (HamDash) that posts 

contestant’s scores in real time. I believe this site 

is only for N3FJP loggers. There are other sites 

available not restricted to just one logger. 3840,  

Contest online ScoreBoard are others. Our score on 

HamDash does not match our score shown here because I 

removed 2 dups from our submission. 

We ranked 9th out of 1,390 groups on HamDash. 

 

https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/
https://www.3830scores.com/
https://contestonlinescore.com/scoreboard/?contest_id=188
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Here are our operators. This is the most operators we 

have ever had: 
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These are the sections worked. We got all but 3 (SB, SDG, MT) in the 

continental US6 in Canada and Virgin Islands. 
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Winter Field Day is oriented towards North American contacts. We worked 

stations in the colored (non-white) sections. 
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What went right: 

We had lots of enthusiastic participants for setup 

and teardown.  

There was lots of interest in the radios and how to 

operate. 

New hams got on the air which is GREAT! 

The weather was great. 

The food was good and there was plenty of it. 

All equipment worked fine (configuring/installing 

is another matter). 

We did a good job of getting multipliers, the only 

ones missed were equipment related. 

The demo station in the building was great for 

keeping the operators in the trailer focused. 

Score tracking on HamDash and our placing #9 of 

1,390 placement! 

Addition: 

I just learned that three new HF operators started 

operating in the middle of the night and all had a 

great experience. They are looking forward to ARRL 

Field Day. 

What we can do better next Field Day: 

Put all antennas up in the daylight (summer: at 

dusk on the evening before to beat the heat). 

Have a dedicated radio for 2m SSB/CW (FT8 for ARRL 

Field Day) (The IC-7100 is easy to config for FT8) 

Have a dedicated radio for 6m SSB/CW (FT8 for ARRL 

Field Day) (Any recent HF rig has 6m) 

Get the IC-7100 configured early for RTTY (FT8 for 

ARRL Field Day) or replace it with a different 
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radio (IC-746Pro? TS-2000? FT-991A? [WB4EHG: no 

offense to owners of the FT-991A but it is just an 

IC-7100 with a color screen. It is no easier to 

operate and is missing the contest knobs {I am 

speaking from personal experience: I owned a FT-

991A, sold it and bought a IC-7100 which I still 

have], IC-9100 [I’d trade the IC-7100 and cash for 

an IC-9100 with no qualms]. 

Trying to config the radio-laptop interface for 

RTTY/Digital kept the VHF/UHF station tied up for 

hours, and it was not available to work one of the 

bands the stations in the trailer was not. 

[Other choices: WB4EHG’s IC-746Pro, Fred’s TS-2000, 

Randy’s T-991A. The first two need a Signalink for 

digital modes.] 

Note: Since this was written, the requirements for 

a new radio have been firmed up in more detail by 

WB4EHG than presented in this document. 

I did configure the IC-7300’s for RTTY including 

programming the built in keyer for the FD exchange. 

I think the operators in the trailer did not try 

RTTY. Perhaps I did not communicate it properly. 

ARRL FD allows FT8 so we can easily operate 

that mode. It will be popular and the IC-7300’s 

are already configured. 

Get a foot switch for each SSB station to free up 

the operator’s hands for logging, tuning, etc. 

Get a desk mic for each SSB station to free up the 

operator’s hands for logging, tuning, etc. 

Get a USB cable for CAT (USB-RTS01 Programming Cable) for 

each of the Icom radios. This lets us assign a 

cable to the logger full time. And use the USB 

cable for Digital modes (RTTY, PSK, Ft8). (2024-02-

https://www.rtsystemsinc.com/USB-RTS01-Programming-Cable_p_604.html
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12 update: cables were purchased (thank you Grumme) 

and are at the club station.) 

Propagation faded earlier than usual. Nothing we 

can do about that. 

Encourage more new hams to operate. This is a great 

way to learn and a good use of the demo station in 

the building. 

We lost our overnight CW operator. 

 

Our score as reported in this document has been submitted to 

Winter Field Day. 

Prepared by WB4EHG, Secretary DCARC Inc. 

 

Further details on a new HF/VHF radio (WB4EHG’s opinion): 

Since we only operate Field Days which are very much like 

contests the new radio should make it easy to operate in a 

crowded band by minimizing the use of menus in favor of easy to 

access buttons and knobs 

Further, for contests that allow band-mode multipliers we need 

to be able to operate all modes (phone, CW, digital [RTTY or 

FT8] with easy setup and mode changes). 

We need to be able to adjust the receive filter bandwidth and IF 

shift so we can easily separate stations that are very close 

together (20m is a great example of this need). 

For 6m and 2m weak signal contacts (SSB, CW, digital) that are 

dependent on band openings that may arrive in bursts for short 

periods of time, the ability to monitor these 2 bands at the 

same time (meaning we need two antenna connectors, one for each 

antenna) is vital. There are not many radios that allow this 

(Icom IC-9100 is one). The other choice is to have two radios, 

one for each band (more space on the desk but may be less 

expensive). 

I would like us to start working contests. There are many 

available; I add then to the web site monthly.
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Winter Field Day Objectives (used to be bonus items, so no bonus points awarded): 
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Our Participation Trophy 

 


